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Dharma Study and Retreat Programme 


11 – 16 June 2010 at Kodoji

[image: image2.jpg]



Teachers: Patrick Kearney and Zen teachers Subhana Barzaghi and Maggie Gluek

A unique combination of Zen and Insight teachers are offering a five day Dharma Study and Retreat Programme. Painting the sky explores the Buddha’s teachings on the “not-born, not-become, not-made, not-constructed.” These teachings are the original source of the Zen understanding of “the immeasurable mind of nirvana,” and they resonate deeply with the practice of shikantaza, “just sitting.” 

We will create a space for Zen and Insight students to explore together the relationship between realisation of the unborn – nirvana – and our practice. Given that any practice is already conditioned and constructed, how can we realise the unconditioned and unconstructed?

The program will include:-

· Sitting and walking meditation periods

· Morning and afternoon dharma study periods and workshops   

· Seeing into the deepest levels of Dharma through open inquiry sessions

· Creative and poetic ways of working with texts and Zen koans, to open the door to the immeasurable mind of nirvana

· Provide a supportive community to deepen friendships 

· An interactive forum to learn and enable insight to flourish

· Personal interviews with the teachers

· Dharma talks 

· Evening poetry, chanting and music.

Preference will be given to participants who sign up for the full five days.
Venue: Kodoji means Ancient Ground Temple, and is SZC’s retreat centre in the Upper Macdonald Valley, about 2 hours north-west of Sydney, via Wisemans Ferry and St Albans. It was built over the last twenty years by Zen students. Kodoji sits in the deep wilderness surrounded by high sandstone cliffs, in a beautiful valley called Gorricks Run.  There is only limited, basic shared accommodation indoors and it is generally expected that students will pitch their own tents.

Enquiries and registrations: Due 31 May* Pip Atkins email: pip.atkins@gmail.com
Payment: $175 SZC members, $225 non-members. 

This covers only the expenses involved in holding the programme – accommodation, meals and temple maintenance. The teachers, in accordance with Buddhist tradition, provide their teachings as a gift (dana), and rely on your return of that gift in the form of financial support.

* In making your application by 31 May, you will facilitate the smooth organization of the retreat. Payments after the due date incur an additional fee of $50, that is $225/$275. Limited concessions are available. Applicants seeking a concession must discuss this before applying with Pip Atkins to whom other enquiries should also be directed.

            www.szc.org.au   251 Young Street Annandale   (02) 9660 2993 
  Application form on reverse. In the event of unforeseen circumstances SZC may cancel this retreat.

            Application Form – Dharma Study and Retreat Programme    11 ‑ 16 June 2010 
Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________

Phone:   Home: _________________Work:________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________ 

Mobile: ____________________________________________________________

In case of emergency, please contact: 

Phone:________________________ Name: ______________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________

Special considerations: If you have any medical, personal, or emotional difficulties that may affect 

your participation, please discuss these with Pip Atkins email: pip.atkins@gmail.com.  Such information is confidential, and remains with the coordinator and teachers.
___________________________________________________________________

Special food requirements: Food will be vegetarian, but if you have specific requirements – e.g., if you require or prefer soy milk, or if you have allergies to any foods, or if you do not eat dairy products or eggs—please specify now, so that our food shopping can take this into account. It is too late to tell us once you are at the retreat.

___________________________________________________________________

Non-SZC members: please specify previous meditation experience:

__________________________________________________________________

Please specify any medical or first aid training that you have: 

___________________________________________________________________

Attendance details:  Full time: SZC member    Non-member  

Part time: Number of days: ______ Attendance from day one is preferred for all participants.  

Arriving (day, estimated time)______________________

Leaving (day, estimated time ) _____________________

Transport: Kodoji is about 2.5 hours drive from Annandale over some dirt roads which are drivable in a normal car.  I need transport         I can offer transport     Number of seats ____

I have a 4WD or Station Wagon        

Applications due 31 May 2010 (Applications after this incur a late fee of $50)

Cut off date after which no applications accepted, 4 June 2010. 

Full time: SZC members $175 ($225 after 31 May) _________



     Non-members $225 ($275 after 31 May) _________


Part time:  

   $55 per day _____________________


   Additional donation: ________________________________ 

 


   Total:  _______________________________ 

REFUNDS: No refund is payable if you request a reduced time or cancel after 4 June, or if you leave retreat earlier than your nominated time. Special circumstances will be considered. Requests for refunds should be made to Retreat Treasurer.

To reserve your place:

Make payment into EFT account first then record the receipt number here before sending in this application ___________________. Electronic funds transfer to: BSB 062-182 Account 10086801 

Post this form to: Retreat Treasurer, SZC, 251 Young Street, Annandale NSW 2038,
OR Email to: info@szc.org.au. Include full payment by one of the following methods (please indicate):
Cheque or money order payable to Sydney Zen Centre. Do not send cash.



 EFT - Please identify EFT payments with your surname and the notation ‘DS’.
